
S e l f - F o r e s t e d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
P ro j e c t

Issuance of Verified GHG Emission Reduction Units Based on Carbon 
Sequestration by Self-Forested plots in Ukraine



The Ukraine Self-Forested Conservation Project is a 

grouped project under the VERRA standard, aimed 

at enhancing ecological  resilience and combating  

climate  change through the preservation and 

restoration  of self-forested land. This project 

focuses on areas of forests  that have formed 

naturally and offers  an innovative approach to 

monitoring  and certifying  carbon emissions.

About
Project

*Halytskyi District, Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast

Description :
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Project  Goal

The primary goal of the project is to preserve and 

enhance the condition  of self-forested land, which 

play a crucial role in carbon sequestration and 

storage. Through this project, we aim to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere 

and support the sustainable development of natural 

ecosystems.

*Radekhiv District, Lviv Region
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About  Us

I.P.Cert is a leading consulting partner in agricultural standards 

certification. Since 2015, our team has been providing consultations 

and services for the preparation and completion of all certification 

stages, assisting our clients in achieving and maintaining the highest 

standards of quality, safety, and business ethics.

Our Partners :

The project is being implemented in collaboration with local 

communities and government authorities, as well as scientific 

institutions and environmental organizations that support our efforts in 

conserving natural resources and combating climate change.
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Vision  & Mission

Our Mission  is to conserve and restore Ukraine's natural self-

forested land and to convert it to the forest under the national 

conservation status, ensuring effective carbon sequestration and 

supporting ecological sustainability. The project focuses on 

implementing innovative solutions for forest management, 

promoting sustainable development within local communities, 

and combating climate change.

Our Vision is to become a leader in the conservation of self -

forested plots and carbon sequestration monitoring, making a 

significant contribution to global efforts in combating climate 

change. We envision a world where natural ecosystems, 

including self -forested land, actively support ecological balance, 

protect biodiversity, and provide a sustainable environment for 

future generations.
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Preconditions
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After the dissolution  of the Soviet Union and the liquidation  and reorganization of collective farms, 

thousands of hectares of collective farm fields and pastures were abandoned due to a lack of funds for their 

maintenance. Consequently, natural self-seeding forests  began to form  on these abandoned agricultural  

lands. Exact data on the area of such forests  is lacking, but estimates  suggest that the scale is in the 

hundreds of thousands of hectares. For example, the Committee on Agrarian Policy and Land Relations of 

the Verkhovna Rada in 2018 estimated 500,000 hectares of self-forested land in the Polissia region alone, 

while regional inventories in the Sumy and Ivano-Frankivsk regions estimated  the areas of self-forested  land 

at 17,000 and 33,000 hectares, respectively.

Today, official data from the State Greenhouse Gas Inventory indicate that, in 2018, for the first time since 

independence, emissions from agriculture exceeded the amount of carbon sequestered by forests. Inaction in the 

conservation of self -seeded forests only exacerbates this trend, increasing the risks of climate change. On June 

20, 2022, Ukraine adopted the Law of Ukraine "On Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of Ukraine Regarding 

Forest Conservation," aimed at legalizing self-forested land. However, improvements in the effectiveness of 

conserving self-forested land remain limited.



Deforestation
In connection with the intensification  of 

agricultural  production, self-forested land 

are being massively cut down, and the land 

is being returned to use as arable land. 

Meanwhile, while EU countries are 

spending significant  resources on 

combating  climate  change and funding 

afforestation  programs, the opposite is 

happening in Ukraine.
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According to the Law of Ukraine On Land 

Protection, the landowner must  ensure the 

use of land plots for their intended purpose 

and deforest  the plot.



Solution
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The Self-Forested Conservation Project aims to 

provide a clear rationale for preserving self-

forested land by assessing the volumes of 

sequestered greenhouse gases and integrating 

this data into the carbon trading system. This will 

serve as a powerful  argument for local 

communities,  demonstrating  both the economic 

benefits and ecological  significance  of preserving 

self-forested  land, while also supporting the fight  

against global warming.

"The best way to predict the 

future is to create it." Ү Peter 

Drucker, Management Expert



Methods and 
Approaches

The project is implemented through:

Identification and mapping of self -forested land plots in 

Ukraine, with trees older than 15 years.

Changing the land use of self-forested areas to convert 

from agricultural land to forest land. Granting the area a 

national conservation status.

Implementation of land management and forest 

management activities.

Implementation of a monitoring system to track forest 

conditions and carbon sequestration levels.

Collaboration with local communities and authorities to 

ensure proper forest management. Local communities are 

the beneficiaries of the project.
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Significantly reduce CO2 emissions into the 

atmosphere through effective carbon 

sequestration by natural forests.

Reduction Emissions

Preserve forests, support biodiversity 

conservation, and enhance environmental 

quality.

Prevent deforestation tons of CO2 
reductions

8 +

forest hectares

300K+

Support local communities by providing 

additional funding, creating new job 

opportunities, and offering enhanced 

infrastructure development possibilities.

Local communities
engaged local 
communities

100+
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Our  
Achievement



Emission 
Reduction Units

As part of the project, we will  issue verified carbon 

emission reduction units (VCUs) that confirm  the 

amount of carbon emissions reduced through the 

preservation of self-forested land. These certificates  

can be used for carbon offsetting  or as investments  

in environmental initiatives  of local communities .

Targeted funding for deforestation prevention
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First Project
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The areas are located within the Synevyr National Nature Park, within the 

national park framework (https:// synevyr-park.in.ua).



1. Outside the v. Kolochava, Toloka area - 56 ha

2. Outside the v. Kolochava, Toloka area** - 29 ha

3. Outside the v. Kolochava, Toloka area** - 14 ha

Total: 100.82 ha

The self-forested  plots have an agricultural  lands legal status. 

The forests  have emerged through natural reforestation, with 

trees approximately 15 years old.

Self - Forested land of Kolochava  village, 
Toloka  locality, Zakarpattia Oblast.

Zakarpattia

Project activities include:

Conversion of lands to forestry  purposes and granting National 

Park status as "lands without  expropriation from the owner.

The reforested areas are in communal  ownership. Owner: 

Kolochavska Rural Territorial  Community.

1 925 
tons of 

CO2 
annually

Methodology According to the Standard VERRAVM0007 REDD+ 

Methodology Framework (REDD+MF), v1.8.
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Project Activities

Formalization

Legal formalization / legalization, 

confirmation of conservation 

status. Signing a 20-year Project 

contract.

Preparation

Detection and mapping of 

the area. Conducting a 

biodiversity audit. 

Preparation of a forest 

management plan.

Verification

Monitoring reports are 

verified at least once every 

5 years.

Implementation

Implementation of land and 

forest management 

activities. Monitoring of 

project activities using both 

satellite and physical 

monitoring of the site.

Start

Local community decision 

on land use change and join 

the project.

Sales

Offsetting VCU or direct 

project investments 
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Oksana Prosolenko
Executive Director of I.P.Cert LLC. Expert 

with 20 years of experience in sustainable 

development within agriculture.

Uliana Semak
PhD in Biology 

Vasyl Poluyko
Executive Director of the Community 

Organizations Development Fund 'Western 

Ukrainian Resource CenterҶ0

Maryna Bereznytska
Certified climate change expert with the right 

to review National Communications, GHG 

emission and absorption Inventories of other 

countries under the UNFCCC Secretariat

Our  Team

Oksana Butrym
Doctor of Economic Sciences, senior 

researcher, head of the green economy 

department (at the Academy); member of the 

PA Article 6 International Review Team 

(IRT) under the UNFCCCSecretariat

Ihor Buksha
PhD in Agricultural Sciences, senior 

researcher in the specialty "Forestry and 

Forestry", international expert
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Contact
Us

+38 096 004 40 03

+38 095 543 86 12

Phone

hello@ipcert.net

o.prosolenko@ipcert.net

www.ipcert.net

Email

40B Hlybochytska str., of. 3�6
Kyiv, 04050


